“Common Core State Standards”
Please understand the Common Core.  

Background:  The national Common Core standards were developed by the National Governors Association and the Council of Chief State School Officers with money from the Pearson and Bill and Melinda Gates Foundations.

Here are some resources to learn more about the Common Core State Standards:

RESOURCES

nea.org

pta.org

get2core.org

From the OSPI Website: 
A national effort is underway to develop Common 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.k12.wa.us/corestandards/" \t "_parent" Core State Learning Standards
http://www.k12.wa.us/corestandards  in English Language Arts and Mathematics for grades K-12. 
Washington's Transition and Implementation
http://www.k12.wa.us/CoreStandards/Transition.aspx
By 2014-15 these standards will be fully implemented and student achievement will be measured by a new assessment system. 

EDITORIAL
Freedomworks.org
Common Core: The Good, the bad and the Ugly http://www.huffingtonpost.com/alan-singer/common-core-the-good-the-_b_3319687.html
Common Core Standards: Ten Colossal Errors http://blogs.edweek.org/teachers/living-in-dialogue/2013/11/common_core_standards_ten_colo.html
Why I'm for the Common Core: Teacher Bashing and Common Core Bashing Are Both Uncalled for 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/e-d-hirsch-jr/why-im-for-the-common-cor_b_3809618.html
PTA Members Against Common Core

https://www.facebook.com/PTAmembersagainstcommoncore

Think about the financial impact of financial testing.  Think about the impact so much testing has on our children.  Consider how this impacts the local control of schools.  

Another important item to consider is how student data will be used and where it will be stored.  Will the data be accessible to help with informed instruction?  If you know of additional resources which should be included here, please contact Kim Golding and Jessica Upton at Tacoma Council PTA.  
