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SEATTLE―Seventeen-year-old Bill Clayton of Olympia was walking outside of his school 

when he was taunted for being gay by a classmate and three of his friends. Later that day, the 

four ambushed Bill and severely beat him, landing him in the hospital. A month after the 

incident, Bill took his own life. His mother and father said Bill couldn’t live in fear the rest of his 

life for he thought it would happen again and again. 

 

A growing number of young people are faced with this fear every day. 

Bullying: Breaking the Cycle, a KIRO 7 Family Connection Special 

Presentation, tells their stories and delves into the many aspects of the new 

wave of this age-old problem. KIRO 7 Eyewitness News Evening Anchors 

Angela Russell and Steve Raible team up with Morning Anchors Julie 

Francavilla and Chris Egert to shed light on this important issue affecting 

children and families in our community. Bullying airs on Thursday,  

March 17, at 10 p.m. on KIRO 7. 

 

What does bullying look like? Who bullies, and who gets bullied? Why? 

What do parents need to know? What are educators doing about it? What can 

we do to break the cycle? 



Angela Russell discusses the consequences of bullying and how reducing it can raise the 

level of academics. She also spotlights Dan Savage and the online It Gets Better Project he 

created in response to the seven suicides in three months of teenagers who were being bullied for 

being gay or perceived as gay. The website is a place where young people who are lesbian, gay, 

bisexual or transgender can see the levels of potential and positivity their lives will reach if they 

can make it through their teen years. Savage is editorial director of The Stranger, author of the 

internationally syndicated column Savage Love and is a regular contributor to Public Radio 

International’s This American Life. Within two months, the It Gets Better Project received 30 

million page views and inspired nearly 10,000 user-created videos, including one by President 

Barack Obama. 

 

Chris Egert looks at how the Internet has changed the methods of 

bullying and talks with a teenager who was bullied online. Professionals give 

profiles of bullies and the bullied, and the makeup of bullying itself. 

 

Julie Francavilla showcases local schools that have implemented 

prevention programs, one to great success: an 80 percent drop in bullying 

complaints from 2009 to 2010. 

 

One year is a long time to a child being bullied. Is there hope for quicker 

results? Steve Raible highlights the difference in one month at an elementary 

school that has a long history of bullying. It does get better. 

 

Students from local schools will speak from experience, demonstrating the diversity of 

bullying scenarios in our community. Bill Clayton’s parents will speak for him, as they have 

since he took his life. Educators from local schools share their anti-bullying campaigns and what 

they’ve learned from them. University of Washington Professor Karin Frey and other experts 

such as Mia Doces of Committee for Children and Dr. David Breland of Seattle Children’s give 

ways we can all help to break the cycle. 

 

Bullying: Breaking the Cycle is written and directed by Ben Saboonchian, photographed by 

Peter Frerichs and edited by Peter Gamba, Gregg Grinnell and Caitlin Mallory. It airs on 

http://www.itgetsbetter.org/pages/about-it-gets-better-project/


Thursday, March 17, at 10 p.m. on KIRO 7 and Comcast 107 and will be followed by a live chat 

with a bullying prevention expert from Committee for Children on Friday, March 18, at 12 p.m. 

on kirotv.com/bullying. It will be rebroadcast on Saturday, March 26, at 8 p.m. Find resources on 

where to get help and how to give help on kirotv.com/bullying after the March 18 broadcast. 

 

KIRO 7 is a Cox Media Group station and CBS affiliate serving Western Washington. 
 
Get breaking news online and on the go at kirotv.com. Tell us what’s happening where you are 
on Facebook and Twitter. Follow KIRO 7 Eyewitness News Anchors Chris Egert, Julie 
Francavilla and Angela Russell on Twitter. See what’s up with your morning commute with 
Traffic Reporter Jenni Hogan. And find what’s next with our weather with Chief Meteorologist 
Rebecca Stevenson and Meteorologist Sam Argier. 
 
 
About Cox Media Group 
Cox Media Group, Inc., a subsidiary of Atlanta-based Cox Enterprises, is an integrated 
broadcasting, publishing and digital media company that includes the national advertising rep 
firms of Cox Reps. With $1.8 billion in revenue, the company operations include 15 broadcast 
television stations and one local cable channel, 86 radio stations, four metro newspapers and 
more than a dozen non-daily publications, and more than 100 digital services.  Additionally, 
CMG owns and operates Valpak, one of the leading direct marketing companies in North 
America.   For more information about Cox Media Group, please check us out online at 
www.coxmediagroup.com.  
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